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CURRICULUM VITAE 
ROBERT J. WILLIS 

 
OFFICE ADDRESS:   
 

Robert J. Willis 
3254 ISR 
PO Box 1248 
426 Thompson  Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1248 
 
voice phone: 734-936-7261 
fax: 734-647-1186 
email: rjwillis@umich.edu 

 
 
HOME ADDRESS:  
 

1001 Laurel St., Apt. 323  
San Carlos, CA 94070 
phone: (650) 232-7325 

 
 
   EDUCATION: 
 

B.A. (Economics), Dartmouth College, 1962, Hanover, NH 
M.A. (Economics), University of Washington, 1965, Seattle, WA  
Ph.D.(Economics), University of Washington, 1971, Seattle, WA 

 
 
   CURRENT APPOINTMENTS: 
 2019-  Professor of Economics Emeritus, University of Michigan 

2019  Research Professor Emeritus, University of Michigan 
1995-2018 Professor of Economics, University of Michigan 
1995-  Research Professor, Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan 
1995-  Research Professor, Population Studies Center, University of Michigan 

 

   PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
 

2010-11  Visiting Professor, Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research, Stanford 
                             University 
1995-07               Director Health and Retirement Study, University of Michigan 
1985-95  Professor of Education and Public Policy, University of Chicago 
1984-95  Director, Economic Research Center, NORC 
1984-95  Associate Director, Population Research Center of NORC and the University of  
                             Chicago 
1987  Visiting Professor of Economics, Institut de Etudes Politiques, Paris  (one month) 
1982-83  National Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University;  
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                             Visiting Professor of  Economics, Stanford University 
1980-  Research Associate, Economics Research Center/NORC. 
 
1978-85  Professor of Economics, State University of New York at Stony Brook. (Dept. Chair,  
                            1981-82) 
1977-78  Visiting Professor, University of California at Los Angeles 
    1971-84, 2011- Research Associate, National Bureau of Economic Research. 
1974-78  Associate Professor, Stanford University; (Visiting Associate Professor, 1974-1976). 
1973-74  Associate Professor, Graduate Center of the City University of New York; (Assistant  
                             Professor, 1971-1973). 
1966-71  Assistant Professor, Wesleyan University; (Lecturer, 1966-1970). 
 
 
HONORS: 

 
1962  B.A. (Economics) with Distinction, Dartmouth College 
1965-66  Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship, University of Washington 
1970-71  Research Fellow, National Bureau of Economic Research 
2002   Mindel C. Sheps Award, 2002.  Sponsored Jointly by the University of North 

Carolina and the Population Association of America.  Given biennially for 
outstanding contributions to mathematical demography or demographic methodology. 

2003               Nominee for President, Population Association of America 
2003-04  President, Midwest Economics Association. 
2004  Elected Fellow of the Society of Labor Economists 
2007-08  President, Society of Labor Economists  
2009                     Distinguished Alumnus Award, Department of Economics, University of Washington 
2015                     Jacob Mincer Award “In recognition of a lifetime of contributions to the field of  
                             labor economics,” Society of Labor Economists 
                                     

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 
 

1978-82  Member, Social Sciences and Population Study Section, National Institutes of Health. 
1978-82  Member, National Academy of Sciences Panel on the Determinants of Fertility 
                             Decline in Developing Countries.  
 1984-86  Member, Advisory Committee to Office of Child Support Enforcement Project to  
                             Develop Guidelines for Child Support 
1985-93  Member, National Advisory Board to the Institute for Research on Poverty,  
                             University of Wisconsin 
1985-87  Member, Working Group on Family and Domestic Relations of National Research  
                             Council's Committee on Basic Research in the Behavioral and Social Sciences 
1987-89  Editor, Journal of Population Economics 
1981-85  Who's Who in Economics, First through Third Editions 
1985-99           Editorial Board, Journal of Labor Economics 
1990-92  Board of Directors, Population Association of America 
1990-93  Board of Overseers, Panel Study of Income Dynamics 
1990-92  Board of Advisors, High School and Beyond Survey 
1990-95  Steering Committee, Health and Retirement Survey 
1991-95  Steering Committee, AHEAD Survey (Asset and Health Dynamics Among the  
                             Oldest Old) 
1995-2000           Appointee of the American Economic Association to Census Advisory Board of  
               Professional Associations. 
1998-2001           Member, National Research Council Panel on “A Research Agenda and New Data for   
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                            an Aging World.”                           
1998-              Member, MacArthur Network on the Family and the Economy 
 
 
1997- 2002          Board of Visitors, The Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for the Social Sciences,  
                            Dartmouth College 
2001- 2004         Member, Technical Review Panel of the National Longitudinal Studies, Bureau of  
                            Labor Statistics 
2003                    President, Midwest Economics Association. 
2003-06               Member, American Economic Association Committee on Economic Statistics                                    
2002-2005           Member, Committee on Population, National Academy of Sciences 
2004-                   Member, Advisory Committee, English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) 
2006               Founding Member, Global Commission on Ageing and Retirement organized by 
               HSBC Banking Group and Oxford Institute of Ageing 
2007-08               President, Society of Labor Economists, 2006  
2010 -                  Advisory Committee to Working Longer Project, Sloan Foundation 
2006-                   Member, Advisory Committee, Chinese Health, Aging and Retirment Longitudinal     

                                           Study (CHARLS) 
2011-                   Member, International Advisory Committee of the Chinese Family Panel Study   
                            (CFPS) 
2014-               Member, Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE) Scientific   
                             Monitoring Board 
2014                 Chair, NAS Planning Committee on Cognition and Economic Decisionmaking 

 
Memberships in Professional Associations: 
  

American Economic Association. 
Econometric Society 
Population Association of America. 
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"Dynamic Aspects of Earnings Mobility," (with Lee A. Lillard), Econometrica Vol. 46, September 1978, 
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"A Beta-Logistic Model for the Analysis of Sequential Labor Force Participation by Married Women," (with 
James J. Heckman), Journal of Political Economy, February 1977. 

"Estimation of a Stochastic Model of Reproduction:  An Econometric Approach," (with James J. Heckman), in 
Nestor E. Terleckyj, (ed.), Household Production and Consumption, New York:  Columbia University Press 
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"Contraception and Fertility:  Household Production Under Uncertainty" (with Robert T. Michael), in Nestor 
E. Terleckyj, (ed.), Household Production and Consumption, New York:  Columbia University Press for NBER, 
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"Contraception Strategies and Fertility Outcome: Estimates of a Stochastic Model of Reproduction," (with 
James J. Heckman), Proceedings of the American Statistical Association, 1973. 
               
"A New Approach to the Economic Theory of Fertility Behavior," Journal of Political Economy, March/April 
1973, S14-S64.  Reprinted in T.W. Schultz, (ed.), Economics of the Family:  Marriage, Children and Human 
Capital, Chicago and London:  University of Chicago Press, 1974.  

"Economic Models of Fertility:  Some Examples and Implications," (with Waren Sanderson), New Directions 
in Economic Research, 51st Annual Report, NBER, September 1971. 
"The Public Nature of Libraries," (with Charles M. Tiebout), in Ralph W. Conant, (ed.), The Public Library 
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B. Reviews and Discussions 

Discussion of Axel Boersch-Supan, “Work Disability, Health and Incentive Effects”  In David Wise, ed. 
Economics of Aging volume. University of Chicago Press (forthcoming) 
Discussion of J. Poterba, S. Venti and D. Wise, “The Rise of 401(k) Plans, Lifetime Earnings and Wealth at 
Retirement”  In David Wise, ed. Economics of Aging volume. University of Chicago Press (forthcoming) 
Discussion of J. Poterba, J. Rauh, S. Venti and D. Wise, “Utility Evaluation of Risk in Retirement Savings 
Accounts,” NBER Conference on Economics of Aging, Carefree, Arizona, May 1-4, 2003. 

Discussion of T. MaCurdy and T. Necheybs, “, "How Does a Community's Demographic Composition Affect 
its Fiscal Burdens? “ in A. Auerbach and R. Lee, eds., Demographic Change and Fiscal Policy, Cambridge 
University Press, forthcoming. 

Review of Sherwin Rosen, ed.  Economics of Low Income Labor Markets, Journal of Economic Literature, 
December 1982. 
 
Discussion of Michael P. Todaro, "Internal Migration in Developing Countries: A Survey," in Richard A. 
Easterlin,(ed.), Population and Economic Change in Less Developed Countries, Universities - National Bureau 
Conference, 1980. 
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"Discussion of Dan Usher, 'An Imputation to the Measure of Economic Growth for Changes in 
Life-Expectany'," The Measurement and Economic and Social Performance, Conference on Research in 
Income and Wealth, NBER, 1974. 
 
"Discussion of Robert T. Michael, 'Dimensions of Household Fertility:  An Economic Analysis'and Michael 
Landsberger, 'An Integrated Model of Consumption and  Market Activity:  The Children Effect," Proceedings 
of the American Statistical Association--Social Statistics Section, 1971. 
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Amanda Sonnega, Brooke Helppie McFall and Robert J. Willis. 2017 “Occupational Transitions at Older Ages: 
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Dawn C. Carr, Melissa Castora-Binkley, Ben Lennox Kail, Robert Willis. “How Do Pre-Retirement Job 
Characteristics Shape One’s Post-Retirement Cognitive Decline Trajectory?” Stanford Center on Longevity, 
unpublished manuscript, 2015 
 
Dawn C. Carr, Melissa Castora-Binkley, Robert Willis and L. “Does Retirement Inevitably Lead to Cognitive 
Decline?  Stanford Center on Longevity, unpublished manuscript, 2015. 
 
Kézdi, Gábor and Robert J. Willis (2011). “Household Stock Market Beliefs and Learning.” NBER Working 
Paper 17614. 
 
Joanne W. Hsu and Robert J. Willis, “The Implications of Alzheimer’s Risk for Household Financial Decision-
Making.” Presented at RAND Conference on Health, Aging and Human Capital, December 2-3, 2011. 
 
Occupational Learning, Financial Knowledge, and the Accumulation of Retirement Wealth 
by Brooke Helppie McFall, Kandice Kapinos and Robert J. Willis WP 2010-237, October 2010 
 
Hill, Daniel, Michael Perry and Robert J. Willis (2012) "Estimating Knightian Uncertainty from Survival 
Probability Questions on the HRS" (Submitted to Decision Analysis) 
 
 “Household Stock Market Beliefs and Learning” (with Gábor Kézdi) NBER Working Paper 17614, November 
2011. (Submittted to Econometrica) 
 
Kenneth Langa, Sandeep Vijan, Rodney Hayward, Michael Chernew, Caroline Blaum, Mohammed Kabeto, 
David Weir, Steven Katz, Robert Willis and A. Mark Fendrick (2010)“Informal Caregiving for Diabetes and 
Diabetic Complications Among Elderly Americans.” Michigan Retirement Research Center WP 2010-013 
 
John McArdle, Smith, James P., and Willis, Robert J. (2009) “Cognition and Economic Outcomes” (2009) 
Presented at the Meetings of the American Economic Association, San Francisco.  Revised version to be 
presented at NBER Conference on Economics of Aging, Carefree, Arizona, May 8-9, 2009. 
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Hudomiet, Peter, Gabor Kezdi and Robert J. Willis (2009) “Stock market crash and  expectations of American 
households.” Presented at “Workshop on Subjective Beliefs in Econometric Models” April 24-25, 2009, Laval 
University, Québec city. 
 
Willis, Robert J. (2009) Disentangling Cognitive Function and Financial Literacy: Implications for Financial 
Retirement Security Research. Presented at “Conference on Financial Literacy in Times of Turmoil and 
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